TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS*   SCHOOL

for all teachers who have worked on these lines know
of the interest that the parents take in the work that
is going on in the classroom and the desire that they
often show to take a part in it.

Objections are sometimes raised by teachers against
the idea of working through projects. They complain,
for instance, of lack of space. This is certainly a
hindrance, since there is no doubt that children do
prefer bold construction, and this requires a good deal
of room. But it is a mistaken notion that if one cannot
do large work, one cannot do anything at all. The
real criterion of the success of a project is what it means
to the children, their absorption in it, the way in which
their minds play over it. The writer has seen work
carried out under conditions of space that necessitated
quite small-scale construction, yet this work had the
most stimulating effect on the children's minds.

Another objection is that projects involve a great deal
of work for the teacher, especially in areas in which it
is difficult for the children to provide much of the
required material It is certainly true that the project
method does involve hard work, but it is always
refreshing work, for no teacher who has worked on
project lines ever seems to wish to return to the narrowly
prescribed method of teaching by subjects.

Again, teachers sometimes say, "Are not the children
bored when they are dealing with the same idea all
the time?" The answer to this is that if the project
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